THE Registers of the Stationers' Company contain the
following entries belonging to the years beginning
July 1565 and July 1568 respectively:

[1565-6] Recevyd of Thomas Colwell for his lycense for prynting of   Colwell

an history of meke and pacyent gresell   ,    .    ,         .....iiijd

[1568-9] Recevyd of Thomas Colwell for his lycense for pryntinge of   Colwell

the history of payciente gresell &c...........viijd

[Arber*s Transcript, L 309, 385.]

It seems more likely that these entries refer to the
undated quarto of Phillip's comedy, bearing ColwelPs
name as printer, than to the prose chapbook known
only in seventeenth century reprints. The play is, no
doubt, to be identified with the * Old' Patient Grisselly
recorded in the catalogues of Archer (1656) and Kirk-
man (1661 and 1671). These entries, however, were
lost sight of till 1812, when the Biographia Dramatica
suggested that they referred to a piece by Ralph Radcliffe
recorded by Wood, but which is not known to have been
printed. Of the play itself nothing was known to biblio-
graphers till May 1907, when a copy from the library
of Lord Mostyn came under the hammer and was bought
by Mr. Quaritch for the sum of ^250. It is understood
that the volume has since left the country.

The original is printed in black letter of the usual
English character, interspersed with italic, set solid,
and of a body approximating to modern Pica (20 11. =
83 mm.). Owing to the greater width of modern type
and spacing, small Pica, thin leaded, has had to be
substituted for unleaded Pica in the present reprint,
but this does not materially affect the appearance of
the page.

The author, whose name appears as lohn Phillip,
or Phillipp, in the quarto, was presumably the John
Philip, Phillip, or Phillips (supposing the same person
to be intended) who wrote ballads, tracts, and elegies